
 As most of you know, each spring for the last few years I’ve attended the 
Catalyst West Coast conference as a part of my continuing education.  In addition 
to fantastic speakers, there are many exhibitors featuring their products or services.  
One exhibitor in recent years was not selling anything per se; it was an organization 
called The Last Letter (thelastletter.org). 
 

 The Last Letter is a project of the International Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.  Its purpose is to encourage people to become 
missionaries, ready to take sacrificial action “to do justice and share Jesus among the 
impoverished, lost, downtrodden and oppressed.”  The name comes from a practice of 
missionaries in days gone by.  Knowing that they were undertaking a mission  
from which they would never return alive, these missionaries would pack their 
belongings in a pine casket – the casket that would bring their bodies home –  
and before sailing off to their destination, they wrote a last letter to be opened  
after their death. 
 

 Karen Watson, a 38-year-old woman from Bakersfield, CA, was a member  
of Valley Baptist Church.  On March 7, 2003, she wrote a “last letter” to her  
pastors before leaving on a humanitarian aid mission to Iraq. 
 

 On March 15, 2004, her vehicle was ambushed and she was killed along 
with three other humanitarian workers.  Here is her letter: 
 

Dear Pastor Phil & Pastor Roger, 
 

You should only be opening this letter in the event of death. 
 

When God calls there are no regrets. I tried to share my heart with you as much as possible, 
my heart for the Nations. I wasn't called to a place. I was called to Him. To obey was my 
objective, to suffer was expected, His glory was my reward, His glory is my reward. 
One of the most important things to remember right now is to preserve the work. ... I am 
writing this as if I am still working among my people group. 
 

I thank you all so much for your prayers and support. Surely your reward in Heaven will be 
great. Thank you for investing in my life and spiritual well being. Keep sending missionaries 
out. Keep raising up fine young pastors. 
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In regards to any service, keep it small and simple. Yes simple, just preach the gospel.  
If Jason Buss is available or his dad have them sing a pretty song. Be bold and preach the  
life saving, life changing, forever eternal GOSPEL. Give glory and honor to our Father. 
 

The Missionary Heart: 
Care more than some think is wise. 
Risk more than some think is safe. 
Dream more than some think is practical. 
Expect more than some think is possible. 
 

I was called not to comfort or success but to obedience. 
 

Some of my favorite scriptures are: Isaiah 6, you know the one. 2 Cor. 5:15-21,  
1 Peter 1:3, Col. 4:2-6, Romans 15:20, Psalm 25 and 27. You can look through  
my Scofield and see where it is marked. Please use only what you want or feel is best. 
 

There is no Joy outside of knowing Jesus and serving Him. I love you two and my church 
family. 
 

In His care, 
Salaam, Karen 
 
What does Easter mean for us?  It means being able to have the courage to live 
for others, without fear of what happens to us.  It means that God will triumph 
over evil.  It means we have an eternal purpose.  Find that purpose.  Let it ignite 
“last letter” passion within you – then pursue your purpose with abandon. 
 

Karen Watson’s life was a testimony to resurrection faith.  May the living hope  
of the resurrection guide the rest of your days. 
 
Peace and blessings, 
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F R O M  T H E  C H O I R  R O O M  

CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the CROSSROADS contemporary worship that meets every Sunday evening  
at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel. It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band (led by Jane Kelly Williams)  
and the same basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s a  
great alternative – give it a try and invite your friends!   

BERGEN SYMPHONY CONCERT 
The Bergen Symphony returns to our sanctuary with a concert on  

Saturday, April 13 at 8 p.m.  Tickets are $10. 

KUDOS  

The Chancel Choir puts in many hours of rehearsal and preparation in order to bring you the beautiful music 
they regularly sing. This year’s Holy Week services would not have been as meaningful without the wonderful 
contribution made by these dedicated volunteers. There are still eleven weeks 
remaining in the Choir season, and anyone who would like to join us for  
the remainder of the season is most welcome. There is no audition to join  
the choir. They meet each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. to rehearse in the 
Choir Room. 

90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the sermon being  
produced each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited for sharing with friends via email  
or Facebook, we hope you’ll find it interesting not just for yourself but as a way to start  
faith conversations with friends and family.  Access the videos from our preliminary  
website at www.90secondsermon.com. 
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THANK YOU 
A BIG thank you to 60 people who came to the Family Breakfast on Palm Sunday, joined 

the Processional for Worship, presented their offerings for One great Hour of Sharing, 
had great fun at the Egg Hunt, and hosted Coffee & Conversation for the  

congregation. Thank you, too, to the Children’s Ministry Team who hosted the Break-
fast, presented Easter Story gift books, and organized these special events! 

 

GENERATION CHANGE  
Thanks to Paul Platek and 10 Youth who participated in the Generation Change 
class. Here are some of the student’s comments about what they learned: “I’ll never 
borrow money unless it’s necessary; I would save money for something important; I will make 
my plan on paper; I now know how to manage and spend money; Budgeting is a top priority;  
I will give back to the church and to others; Now I know how to spend wisely.” 

 

EASTER 
On Easter, there are two Services at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Child Care is provided from  
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. We encourage children to remain with their families for the  
joyous Easter Service. We have a special booklet of the Easter story for each of them. The 
Nursery welcomes all children up to 5 year olds. There will be a Bible story and activity for 
the 2 to 5 year olds. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES 
After Easter, our Church School classes for children and Scripture Study for youth will resume our spring 
quarter for nine more weeks until June 2. We are so grateful for the teaching staff who weekly plan and 
prepare a biblical lesson and share with the students the Good News from Luke 22 & 24; I Corinthians 
11, 12, 13; Matthew 28; and Acts 2.  During Crossroads on Sunday evening, we have also started a Bible 
story and activity for children in the Nursery on the same Scriptures. 
 

SECOND SUNDAY PARENTING GROUP  
Second Sunday Parenting Group with young children will meet in the east Room on  

Sunday, April 14 at 12:15 p.m. There will be a story and craft for the children while  
parents share parenting tips from the book, “99 Ways to Raise Spiritually Healthy Children”.  

 
 
 

SINGLES CONNECTION 
Come learn about the Green Village Foundation (Working through African 
communities to reduce poverty!) 
Join Singles Connection on Tuesday, April 23rd, 7 p.m., East Room to learn how 
sustainable development fights poverty in Africa.  The Green Village Foundation, a 
Non-Government Organization, was co-founded by Thierry Vodounou, Moderator of Deacons at First 
Presbyterian, and originally from Benin.  Thierry is a Senior Consultant at Delotte & Touche LLP in its  
Treasury Consulting practice and a graduate of Loyola University Chicago with an MBA in Finance.  
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FIRST THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday, April 4, at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room 
 

Please join us for an interesting and enlightening time as Rev. Hong leads us in 
a study and discussion of the Christian understanding of sin. 
 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room with child care 
 

In this study we review the text that forms the basis of the sermon that day, illuminating issues of  
history, context, and translation that affect the interpretation of the story into a message for us.   
You’ll understand more of the background that undergirds the sermon in a setting where you get  
to know some of your fellow worshippers better.   

 
THE TRAUMATIC ORIGINS OF JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY 

Tuesday, April 9 and 23 at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel 
 

FPC is proud to welcome back distinguished scholar David Carr, Professor of Old Testament 
at Union Theological Seminary (NYC).  Professor Carr’s lectures are based on research he has 

done for his forthcoming book, “Trauma and the Origins of the Bible,” that tells the story of 
the emergence of the church's unique set of scriptures amidst successive traumas across 
Israel and the church's early history. 

 
 

His lecture on April 9 is entitled “The Traumatized Apostle: Paul” and his presentation on April 23 is 
entitled “The Traumatic Origins of Judaism and Christianity Out of the Ashes of the 2nd Temple.” 
 

Professor Carr is the author of numerous books including “Reading the Fractures of Genesis: Historical and 
Literary Approaches”, “The Erotic Word: Sexuality, Spirituality and the Bible” and “Writing on the Tablet of the 
Heart: Origins of Western Scripture and Literature”.  His latest book is entitled “An Introduction to the Old 
Testament: Sacred Texts and Imperial Contexts of the Hebrew Bible.”  His teaching and research interests 
include the formation and shape of the Bible, sexuality and gender in the Bible, and the emergence of 
Scripture in the Jewish and Christian traditions. 
 

Invite your friends!  Light refreshments will be served. 

N E W S  F O R  T H E  C O N G R E G AT I O N  

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our new Web site, don’t forget that our sermons are available on 
our Podcast, accessible at no cost through the iTunes store, through our Web 
site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. You can also keep up with FPC by joining 
our Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian Church of Englewood), 
follow us on Twitter (@fpcenglewood), or check-in on Foursquare. 



 

 

Page 6                          April 2013 

SPRING GIVEAWAY IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER 
 

Can you believe it? It’s time again for the Spring Giveaway! For those of you unfamiliar with the event, 
here’s a brief description: You donate stuff, we give it away!!! O.K., maybe I should be a little more  
specific. Since 2009 we have partnered with agencies in our area, like the Center for Food Action,  
Family Promise, and Baby Basics, to name a few, to provide ongoing support for those in need. We  
collect household goods, kitchen equipment, linens, small furniture items, seasonal children’s clothes,  
and more (see our flyer for other items) and set up our own “Department Store” in Elmore Hall. It’s all  
free for the taking. Clients from our partner agencies come and “shop” for what they need, assisted by  
volunteers who help direct “shoppers” to the proper “departments” and lend a hand with selection of 
items, loading of carts, and even translating information from one language to another, if needed!  
 
The best part, of course, is meeting the people who benefit from our donations. I don’t know about you, 
but I’ve always felt some part of the experience was missing whenever I dropped off an item at Goodwill  
or the Salvation Army. I knew I was doing a good thing, but I always wondered if my stuff would get to 
someone who really needed it. Well, that question has been answered time and again by grateful 
“shoppers” like the woman who thanked me for finding a dress shirt for her son who had a big job  
interview coming up that week. He’d been out of work for a long time, and she was delighted to be  
able to send him off looking like a professional. Or the grandmother who spent most of her time focused 
on items for her grandchildren and never thought to look for something for herself. When she said she  
needed something dressy for special occasions, I showed her a suit she loved, that fit her perfectly.  
What made the moment truly extraordinary? The suit had been donated by my mother. 
 
So what do we need? We need YOU! Volunteers will organize and put items out on Thursday, April 25th 
from 3 to 5:30 p.m. and from 5:30 to 8 p.m. On Friday, April 26th we will continue organizing and  
putting items on display from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. (in 2 hour shifts). We also need people to monitor the 
door and register clients as they enter on the day of the event, or help clients find what they need. Spanish 
speakers are sorely needed, so if you speak the language, please indicate that when you sign the volunteer 
sheet at Coffee and Conversation (and we know you will!) If there's a particular table you'd like to  
work at, or if you have a preference for one duty over another, let us know and we'll do our best to  
accommodate you! Don't forget: if you have any friends who would like to help out, even if only for an 
hour or two, please tell them to email us and we'll be sure to get all the information to them. 
 
And of course, we need your items to give away! Spring cleaning is the perfect time to collect what you 
don’t need and give it to those who do. Suggestions include:  
 
Household Goods     Kitchen Equipment  Seasonal Clothes for All Ages 
Linens/bedding/blankets and towels        Hand Tools   Baby Furniture/Equipment 
Dishes/glassware      Toys    Small Electronics                       
Children’s Books (only)   Children’s Clothes   Yarn/Fabric  
Small Furniture items (please contact us before bringing furniture)  Small Leather Goods    
 
For assistance with donations, please contact us by April 18th. 
 
As always, we know we can count on you to make this year's Giveaway  
the best ever! For signing-up or for questions, email: fpcgiveaway@aol.com. 
 

Elena and Charlene - The Giveaway Gals 
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LOOKING FORWARD TO THE SPRING GIVEAWAY ON APRIL 26TH 
Several members of the Giveaway and Outreach Committees will be going through the Church Kitchen  
picking out suitable donations. These items will be at Coffee & Conversation for the first three Sundays in 
April, just in case something belongs to you. If you spot that casserole dish or serving tray and you couldn’t 

remember where you had left it – please take it home. Any item not claimed will be donated to the 
Giveaway. Also, take this time to look through your own kitchen, closets, or attic and find something to 
donate. Your help is greatly appreciated. Thank you. 

EXCITING NEWS FROM OUTREACH! 
  We are looking forward to new and exciting events for Coffee and Conversation. 

Our first Cultural Sunday, a European Brunch, will be on April 7th! Please sign up and bring your  
favorite European Dish. Need Ideas? How about Spaghetti &Meatballs, Crepes, Paella, or Greek Salad.  
The possibilities are endless. Remember, you don’t have to be a native of any of the countries, just bring  
one of your favorite recipes, enough to feed 10-12 people. 
 

On May 5th, we will celebrate Cinco de Mayo! 
  

We also have a sign-up sheet for Birthday Cake Donations. We continue to celebrate monthly birthdays  
of our congregants and friends. You can donate the birthday cake in honor of someone. Please stop at the  
“Sign Up” table in Elmore Hall! 
  

We need your help! 
1. We need volunteers to help set up before the Service. 
2. Volunteers to help clean-up after Coffee and Conversation. 
3. Families to sign up to serve Coffee and Conversation. 
  

We count on your support to enhance all of our Outreach efforts! 
Have Questions? Contact: 
 Mibs Wagner: 201-346-1205 mibs_wagner@hotmail.com 
 Mercedes Zuluaga: 201-406-3464 mmcordon.z@gmail.com 
 Dorothy VanderWerf: 201-568-7373 ext. 307  dorothyv@englewoodpres.org 

COPE: FPC’S CAREGIVERS’ SUPPORT GROUP 
In partnership with the Bergen Family Center 
Thursday, April 18, 7:00-9:00 pm, in the East Room 
 

Are you feeling the stress of being a caregiver for a sibling, parent, or an adult child?  If  
you are a caregiver looking for resources – or a space to get it all out - come to COPE: FPC’s 

Caregivers’ Support Group.  We have entered into an exciting partnership with the Bergen Family Center  
to bring you both a wide array of educational programs, information about available resources, and 
supportive sharing led by Sheila Shur, LSW, who is the Elder Care Supervisor for the Bergen Family Center, 
one of Bergen County’s oldest social service agencies.  FPC has had a relationship with the Bergen Family 
Center for over a century.  COPE will provide you with a compassionate circle of men and women who 
support one another in our care of others. For additional information, contact Rev. Hong at 
rich@englewoodpres.org. Please feel free to forward this invitation to others you know who are feeling the burden  
of caring for others. All are welcome. Light refreshments will be served. 
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   FOOD TO FIRST ON FIRST SUNDAYS, APRIL 7 & MAY 5 

In the first three months of 2013, we have donated 37 bags of food to the Center for Food Action 
for our needy neighbors. Every donation is much appreciated.  Let’s do our part when we shop for 
food to purchase some extra items to donate. 

O T H E R  N E W S  

VISIT OUR CHURCH LIBRARY 

Our Library contains many types of books and materials including biographies and  
autobiographies of such fascinating and diverse people as Winston Churchill, Katherine  

Graham, Anne Morrow, Lewis Carroll, Betty Ford, Thomas Merton, Albert Schweitzer,  
Mahatma Gandhi, Bishop Pike, The Apostle Paul, David, Moses, The Prophets and, of course, Jesus. If you 
particularly enjoy exploring others’ lives, consider borrowing a bio from our well-stocked church library.  
And “thank you” to all who contributed these over the years.                        -Victoria Franke, Librarian 

THE LABYRINTH - OPEN FOR WALKING APRIL 19 & 21 
The indoor labyrinth is open on the third Friday, April 19 from 4 – 7 p.m. and on Sunday, April 21 from  
12 noon to 4 p.m.  The Chapel offers a beautiful place for this contemplative experience with its stained glass 

windows, candlelight and Gregorian chant. The labyrinth is a metaphor for life as we journey 
through the twists and turns. 
 

All ages are invited to walk the labyrinth and to take time at any of the Prayer Stations in 
the East Room: Praying with Art, Praying with the Cross, Praying for Others, Praying 
with the Lord’s Prayer. Walking the labyrinth and the Prayer Stations can help us slow 

down, listen to our inner voices, listen to God, and discover meaning for our lives.  

     SPRING CLEANING: WE NEED YOUR COOPERATION 
     We believe the entire church facility to be God’s house, and we do our best to keep it  
looking great – but we need your help! It’s great that we can come together over coffee and 
snacks every Sunday, at committee meetings, and at other events. However, we ask that you 
please discard all of your refuse into the garbage/recycling receptacles, clean up any liquid 
spills, and notify the staff of any larger messes. All leftover food must be sealed, dated, and left 
in the refrigerators. Non-perishables must be left in the plastic bins provided in the kitchens. 
   

     Please also be reminded that the drop-off for the Giveaway is not until April 25. We are 
having issues with people dropping off personal items (printers, walkers, clothes, etc.) in the Staff Room  
and other parts of the church. Throughout the year, please do not leave any items in the church without  
notifying church staff that you are doing so. Also, our lost & found bin is filling up – have you lost anything 
last year or more recently?  
 

     We thank you in advance for your cooperation, and look forward to providing a tidy space for all visitors! 
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“YEAR WITH THE BIBLE” 2013 — This booklet of scripture readings and prayers is offered  
as a guide for individual and family devotions. It seeks to help the reader through each day of the year with the 
lectionary readings that usually Rev. Hong prepares for Sunday morning Bible Study and the Sermon each week. 

ARE YOUR KIDS REGISTERED FOR CAMP JOHNSONBURG? 
Camp J is our Presbyterian Church Camp only one hour west of Englewood and A Camp You Can Trust!  
Pick up a brochure for Half-Week and Full-Week Camps of all kinds for 1st to 12th graders! Camp J also  
has family camps!  
 

Your Christian Education Committee just decided that we would increase the Scholarships from 
$100 to $200 per young person to attend Camp this summer. Speak with Church Staff if you’d 
like to apply for a scholarship.  
 

“Last year 1300 young people from all backgrounds gave up TV, came to camp for a week, and 
learned a little more about how each of them is special. The key is our dedicated staff.”  There 
are two OPEN HOUSES at Camp J: Saturday, April 13 and May 4, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
Go to their website: www.campjburg.org 

 

PLAN TO PARTICIPATE ON APRIL 21 & MAY 5 
 
The DEACONS host a PARISH BRUNCH on Sunday, April 21, and invite the  
entire congregation including visitors to join them after the 11 a.m. worship  
service for a Spring Celebration in Elmore Hall with special food and music by  
the Jazz Doctors, a classic jazz band, with Dr. Linsy Farris. 

 
The Deacons sponsor a BLOOD DRIVE on Sunday, April 21, 12 noon to 3 p.m. You can  
register at the church and make a difference in “Life Shared. Life Saved.”  The Deacons  
encourage YOU to take this opportunity during the Parish Brunch. 

 
CROP WALK for HUNGER is Sunday, May 5, at 2 p.m. with registration starting at 1:30 p.m. 
There is a 6 mile, 4 mile and 1 ½ mile WALK in Englewood. 25% of the monies raised benefit  
the center for Food Action and 75% continues the ongoing work of Church World Service  
in recovery efforts from natural disasters such as Sandy and in other places around the world.  
The funds also support the self-development of people. Pick up your Sponsor form at the  
church and sign-up your supporters! 

 IMPORTANT RESOURCES AVAILABLE FOR ALL AGES 

FIVE WISHES is the first living will that talks about your personal, emotional and spiritual 
needs as well as your medical needs. 
 
SELF CPR is a paper describing what you do if you have a heart attack while you are alone. 
It’s called cough CPR.  This is just not for seniors, but for any age. 

 
PRESCRIPTION DISCOUNT Cards that do not expire and can make healthcare more  

 affordable for all ages. Over 80% of pharmacies nationwide do participate. 
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Every Sunday: 
9:45am

  & 12:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
10.00 am Bible Study; 11:00 am Worship Service 

11:15 am
  Church School & Youth Scripture Study  
12 noon Coffee & Conversation 

Nursery / child care available from
 9:30 - 12:30 pm 

Crossroads Contemporary Worship 5:30 pm 


